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International student enrollment slows 


Illinois colleges hosted 52K from abroad, 
study shows; travel bans stirred confusion 


By DAWN RHODES 
AND WILLIAM LEE 
Chicago Tribune 


More international stu- 
dents attended Illinois col- 
leges and universities last 
year, but that growth is 
becoming more modest lo- 


cally and nationally, accord- 
ing to newly released data. 
Illinois schools enrolled 
52,225 international stu- 
dents in 2016-17, the fifth- 
most in the country and 
about 1,900 more than the 
year before, according to 
the Institute of Interna- 


tional Education’s annual 
Open Doors study, released 
Monday. 

That 3.8 percent change 
is the smallest recent in- 
crease, following growth of 
8.1 percent, 9.5 percent and 
8.7 percent in the previous 
three school years. That 
amounts to over 13,000 
more international students 
over the past five years, the 
majority of whom hail from 


China and India, according 
to the study. 

American universities 
have long courted inter- 
national students to diver- 
sify campuses and bolster 
their enrollment and tuition 
revenue. U.S. schools hosted 
about 1.08 million inter- 
national students in 2016-17, 
the second straight year 
that total hit seven figures. 
Still, it is one of the smallest 


percent increases recorded 
in the past decade. 

The study does not in- 
clude complete data since 
President Donald Trump 
was elected. Multiple at- 
tempts by the Trump ad- 
ministration to institute a 
travel ban stirred confusion 
for universities and pro- 
spective students over the 
direction of immigration 
law. 


Current and recent inter- 
national students in Chi- 
cago said American uni- 
versities offer some of the 
best research opportunities 
in the world, particularly in 
science, technology, engi- 
neering and mathematics. 
Students and IIE leaders 
agreed political changes in 
the U.S. and stiffer competi- 


Turn to Students, Page 6 


Fate of 
Emmett 


Till site 
on table 


Landmark status 
sought for home 
of civil rights figure 


By LEONOR VIVANCO 
Chicago Tribune 
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About 2 miles from the 
site of the future Obama 
Presidential Center stands a 
more obscure building in 
Woodlawn where another 
prominent African-Ameri- 
can once lived. 

The nondescript red 
brick two-flat at 6427 S. St. 
Lawrence Ave. was the 
home of Emmett Till before 
he traveled to Mississippi in 
summer 1955 to visit rela- 
tives. The 14-year-old was 
brutally tortured and mur- 
dered for allegedly 
whistling at a white woman 
at a convenience store, and 
his death served as a cata- 
lyst for the civil rights 
movement. 

Preservation Chicago, an 
advocacy group, pitched the 
idea to city officials to grant 
landmark status to Em- 
mett’s home and a nearby 
public school named for 
him back in September, 
days after Emmett’s cousin 
Simeon Wright died. 
Wright was sharing a bed 
with Emmett the night he 
was kidnapped and killed. 

“By honoring that name 
and honoring the story and 
making people aware of 
these sites gives you a per- 
sonal connection to it all,” 
said Ward Miller, the 
group’s executive director. 
“T think it would send a 
wonderful message to the 
black community of Chi- 
cago that these sites are 
important and these injus- 
tices should never happen 
again.” 

The preservation group 
successfully lobbied for the 
landmark status given to the 
Roberts Temple Church of 
God in Christ on Chicago’s 
South Side, where Em- 
mett’s mother, Mamie Till- 
Mobley, chose an open- 
casket funeral to show 
mourners — and the world 
the horror and violence 
her son endured. 

In a Tribune interview in 
1999, Till-Mobley talked 
about her son’s childhood in 
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ZBIGNIEW BZDAK/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Marcus Lewis, 58, of Matteson, an aspiring candidate for Congress, collects signatures outside the Metra Electric station in Harvey on Wednesday. 


CTA, Metra rules don’t stop 
tradition of platform politics 


unlucky ones. harass anyone,” said Lewis, 58, of 

An aspiring Democratic candi- Matteson, who has unsuccess- 
date for Congress in the 2nd fully run before. “There are peo- 
District, Lewis was gathering ple who will gleefully sign my 
signatures at the top of the stairs petitions.” Lewis said the warning 
at the Harvey station on the Me- notice did not require him to pay 
tra Electric District line in late anything, but informed him he 
September when he was given a was criminally trespassing on 
“warning notice” by a polite Me- state-supported property. 
tra police officer. Lewis said he then contacted 

Lewis, who says he is an or- Metra to ask for permission to 
dained minister, was surprised. gather signatures in stations, but 
He and a helper were both was told he could not. He said he 
dressed “like we were going to could not believe it. 
church” in suits and ties, were not “At all the stations, there’s more 
blocking the stairs and had gospel than enough space,” Lewis said. 
music on a portable player to Metra spokesman Michael 
liven things up. 

“Tm not going out of my way to 


Transit stations can guarantee face-time with 
voters due to rare enforcement of prohibitions 


It’s autumn in Chicago — time 
for red leaves, too-early Christ- 
mas decorations and activists 
with clipboards gathering signa- 
tures to get on the March primary 
ballot. 

Favorite spots for signature- 
fishing are CTA and Metra plat- 
forms, where aspiring candidates 
can find a captive audience of 
local voters, waiting for trains. 

The transit agencies actually 
forbid this activity, along with 
distributing pamphlets or but- 
tons. But it is so rarely enforced 
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Getting Around 


that some politicians are not 
aware of the policy. It’s like jay- 
walking — you only get cited if 
you are very unlucky. 


Marcus Lewis was one of the Turn to Wisniewski, Page 5 


Panel chair skeptical of tax reform plan 


The chairman of the House’s tax-writing committee said he’s confi- 


Ex-intel chiefs blast Trump over comments 


Former CIA Director John Brennan and former Director of National 


Intelligence James Clapper portrayed the president as cowed by dent his chamber won’t go along with the Senate’s proposal to elimi- Chicago. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and overly susceptible to flattery nate the property tax deduction, setting up a major flashpoint as the 
by rivals likely seeking to manipulate him. Nation & World, Page 7 GOP aims to pass a tax cut by Christmas. Nation & World, Page 7 Turn to Till, Page 5 
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